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COVID Chaos 
 
 
    In your practice and your work in academics, government or industry, the coronapoca-

lypse is upon us.  Since March 2020, the operations of the periodontal graduate program 

and dental program at The Ohio State University have been substantially affected.  

Moreover, our residents have only been able to provide emergency treatment for their 

patients.  The periodontal faculty, staff and students have been split into teams to pro-

vide safety against COVID infection for any clinical treatment.  The third year students 

have been successful in completing the necessary procedures and the periodontal facul-

ty have considered them competent to receive their certificate once they complete their 

Masters or Doctoral degrees.  More resident information about third year students will be 

supplied below by Dimitris Tatakis.  In regard to the rising third year and second year 

students, the Division is doing everything possible to re-introduce them to the clinic envi-

ronment.  Besides on-line courses and seminars, we have developed a protocol for the 

partial reopening of the graduate periodontal clinic.  This protocol was approved by the 

Dean, Patrick Lloyd, and we anticipate providing patient care no later than June 22nd.    

The incoming first year residents will begin the program beginning June 22nd, with most 

of the initial instruction occurring on-line.  For the dental students, all but one student 

(who has other requirements to complete) have completed the necessary periodontal re-

quirements for graduation.  More dental student information about fourth year students 

will be supplied below by Ben Chien. 

     Due to the limitations placed on the College and Division by the University, the Divi-

sion will not be able to provide any University sponsored activities for students or alumni 

for the remainder of 2020.  Unfortunately, this translates into not having a graduation re-

ception for our third year residents, an annual picnic to welcome the first year periodontal 

residents, CE presentations or supporting a Buckeye Reception at the American 
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Academy of Periodontology annual meeting in Hawaii (which will not occur in Hawaii and has re-

cently been changed to an on-line event).   

     In regard to our University (which is similar to other Universities throughout the nation), revenue, 

on the OSU Columbus campus, has been affected by the pandemic.  In the fiscal year ending in 

June, 2020, it is estimated that OSU will experience a loss of $300 million.  This shortfall will be ad-

dressed by several actions including: a hiring pause with exceptions for essential services and key 

faculty and research positions; a pause to some capital projects; a pause in off-cycle salary in-

creases; a restriction on university travel; greater stringency around non-essential procurement 

and other operating expenditures; and the use of limited strategic cash reserves and the availability 

of federal stimulus funds via the CARES Act.  An interim budget for the first two months of the next 

fiscal year (July and August, 2020) will need to realize $58 million in cost savings and potential 

budget reductions at the University of 5%, 10%, 15% or 20%.   

     Although all instruction during the summer must be on-line, the good news is that there will be a 

resumption of operations on the OSU campus beginning in the Autumn Semester.  The Autumn 

Semester will begin as planned in August but in-person classes will end at the Thanksgiving break 

with on-line instruction continuing to the end of the semester.  In-person campus activity will in-

clude use of appropriate face coverings, physical distancing, hand hygiene, limited density in in-

door spaces, control of the flow of traffic into and around buildings, continued employee telework-

ing when possible, testing, symptoms tracking and contact tracing. A teaching-and-learning ap-

proach that combines in-person and distance methods is also being developed, and the academic 

calendar will be adjusted.  How the periodontal clinics will be affected during this time is not known 

but I will keep you updated as we move forward with activities. 

     Despite the numerous strictures, our faculty, staff and students have been working hard during 

this time to maintain academic standards, provide appropriate care for our patients and plan for a 

modified Autumn Semester.  In the meantime, I hope that you and your families are doing well and 

prospering.  If you have any questions please feel free to contact me by phone (614-292-0371) or 

email.   

Go BUCKS! 
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Postdoctoral Director’s Report    (Dimitris Tatakis) 

   
     I hope you and yours are well and staying safe. The last few months have been unusual, to say 

the least. The COVID-19 pandemic has upended almost everyone’s life, including the life of our 

graduate program.  

     After the College closed in mid-March, we all had to quickly transition to online teaching/

distance learning. This required both residents and faculty to learn to use the newly supported plat-

forms for online meeting and course delivery. Clinically, only delivery of emergency care has been 

performed during this period. 

     Because of the interruption caused by the mandated lockdown, the faculty accelerated the de-

livery of courses, with the goal to decompress the summer schedule. This effort was very success-

ful and it will indeed help to afford the residents more clinic time once the clinics reopen. The 

COVID-19 restrictions have also prevented the residents from continuing to pursue any laboratory 

or clinical research during this period. This has resulted in several projects being inevitably de-

layed.  

     The welcome news is that, since last week, a few laboratory research activities have resumed, 

which will allow several of our residents to continue and complete their MS/PhD work. Just as wel-

come is the fact that the College is gearing up to reopen the graduate clinics in the next week or 

two. Although clinic activities will be restricted, compared to pre-COVID conditions, because of the 

requirements for social distancing, etc., the reopening of the graduate clinic will allow all our resi-

dents to resume delivery of comprehensive periodontal care to our patients.  

     Our third-year residents have completed their clinical requirements and are ready to receive their cer-

tificates once they complete their MS or PhD work. Dr. Eswar Kandaswamy, our Chief Resident for 2019

-2020, will be completing his MS thesis under the mentorship of Dr. Leblebicioglu and will soon be join-

ing the ranks of the periodontal faculty of Louisiana State University in New Orleans. Dr. Vanessa Para-

mitha, who is working to finish her MS research under my supervision, will be returning to her 

native Indonesia to join a specialty private practice. Dr. Joelle Stanger, whose MS research is mentored 

by Dr. Walters, will be staying in Columbus and joining the private practice of Dr. Dave Cacchillo 

(MS ’01). Lastly, Dr. Wichurat Sakulpaptong is completing her PhD dissertation,  mentored by   
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Dr. Leblebicioglu, and will be returning to her native Thailand to re-join as full-time faculty the De-

partment of Oral Medicine and Periodontology at Mahidol University in Bangkok.   

     We are very proud of the class of 2020! Congratulations and best wishes to each and every one 

of them!! 

      I hope you have all been or very soon will be able to resume your professional activities, be 

they in private practice or academics, and I look forward to seeing all of you again in person in the 

near future. As always, you can reach me at tatakis.1@osu.edu or at 614-292-0371.   

Postdoctoral Director’s Report    (Ben Chien) 

Predoctoral Education in Response to COVID-19 Pandemic 
     
 
     I hope this letter finds you and your family well and healthy during these challenging times. The 

students’ clinics were shut down due to COVID-19 since March 16th, 2020. At that time, there were 

about 16 dental students (out of 108) who had not met their graduation requirements in periodon-

tology. Normally, dental students need to complete periodontal re-evaluation following initial thera-

py for a minimum of four periodontal patients during their 3rd and 4th years. Qualifications for a stu-

dent to receive credit for one periodontal re-evaluation include a minimum of four teeth (in whole 

mouth) requiring scaling and root planning (S/RP), at least one (D4341) or two (D4342) quadrants 

of S/RP have been performed by this student, oral hygiene instructions with three approved plaque 

scores, and the completion of the narrative in the periodontal re-evaluation note addressing  

the response to initial therapy by reviewing what treatment has been accomplished and comparing 

pre-treatment and re-evaluation findings. In addition, students will also need to complete 7 perio-

dontal surgical assists in the Graduate Periodontology Clinic.  

     Among those 16 students, 7 were short of the graduation requirement in periodontal re-

evaluation and 9 were short of the periodontal surgical assist requirement. In response to the  

COVID-19 pandemic, the faculty members in our Division have worked closely with the college  



 

Curriculum Committee chaired by Dr. Hamamoto for the temporary reductions in the minimal clini-

cal experiences and alternative activities that could be substituted for these clinical experiences. 

The goal is to maintain our current standards in preparing students to begin independent practice 

of dentistry while using temporary adjustments given the unprecedented situation we are facing.  

Therefore, we have decided to waive one periodontal re-evaluation for the 7 students mentioned 

above and have also offered an Objective Structured Clinical Examination (OSCE) to 5 students 

who did not meet their requirement after the adjustment. The OSCE exam will contain 1 quadrant 

that includes clinical photos, radiographs, and probing depth at re-evaluation, and ask ques-

tions regarding medical management, diagnosis, and further treatment that need to be answered  

in written form (short essay with rationale).  The justification for a waiver and alternative activities to 

meet their requirement was that these students passed all three periodontal competency examina-

tions. We have offered an OSCE for a credit of one periodontal re-evaluation to 5 students and 4 of 

them have successfully passed the OSCE. The other one student will take the OSCE case in mid-

dle of June.      

In the aspect of periodontal surgical assist, 9 students did not meet their requirement since 

the clinic shut down. Among the 9 students, 5 were short of 1 surgical assist, 2 short of 2, 1 short 

of 3, and 1 short of 4. In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, we have waived all their surgical 

assists because the periodontal surgical assist is mainly exposing students to periodontal surgery 

and does not test competency of skills required for general practice. 

 We hope you and your loved ones are doing well and are staying safe in these unprece-

dented and difficult times. Please feel free to contact me should you have any questions or con-

cerns regarding our predoctoral periodontal education.  

Thank you so much. 
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